Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
1984

Press Releases

11-7-1984

11/07/1984 - Lower Quality Teaching Grads
University Marketing and Communications

Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1984
Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "11/07/1984 - Lower Quality Teaching Grads" (1984). 1984. 376.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1984/376

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 1984 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

0

0

EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

November 7, 1984
L/A/M

HARRY 8EAD, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--"We had a feeling that new teachers being certified
were getting kind of a raw deal in having national studies make them look
as if they were inferior to non-teaching graduates."
The "we" are Dr. Robert Barger and his wife, Jo, both faculty
meinbers at Eastern Illinois University.

The national study they took

issue with is "A Nation at Risk," a study by the National Commission on
Ex.cellence in Education (1983).
Commission findings included "not enough of the academically able
students are being attracted to teaching ... too many teachers are being
drawn from the bottom quarter of graduating high school and college students."
The conclusion was based on studies showing that high school
seniors who indicated a desire to teach scored on the average of 30
points below the national mean on Scholastic Aptitude Tests (SAT) between
19.78 and 1982.
Barger, Professor, Secondary Education and Foundations, and
Mrs. Barger, Academic Assistance Center, checked those findings against
the results of their own study--and found a contradiction.
The Bargers found that at Eastern teaching-certified graduates
scored slightly better than non-teaching certified graduates in terms
.of both the mean upper division grade point average (with professional
education courses removed for the teacher certification graduates) and
the mean cumulative grade point average (for all courses taken at Eastern).
They also noted that that finding has been supported by similar
studies at Illinois State University and the California State University
system.
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Their paper is titled "Are Teaching Certification Graduates
Bottom of the Barrel?:

Exploring the Evidence andexploding the Myth."

It . focuses on grade point averages earned in upper division courses by
the 4,017 Eastern students graduating in 1982 and 1983.
In the conclusion of their study, the Bargers ask:
"What, then, is the basis for the myth that teaching certification
grad~ates are of lower academic quality.

It is this:

the national studies

have concentrated on those who expressed an interest in entering a teaching
certification program.
"However, this population may never have actually entered such a
program, or if they did enter one, they may have changed their field of
study before graduation.

Or, if they entered one and graduated, they may

simply have done better than their high school indicators predicted.
"Inferences about the quality of teaching certification graduates
should be made on the basis of those graduating from such a program, not
on'. the basis of those expressing an interest in entering one."
The Bargers found that the indicators of academic potential for
co1lege work (composite ACT scores and high school percentile rankings)
were one or two points lower for teacher grads, but not as low as the
na:tional studies have suggested.
Robert Barger said the national researchers were probably limited
by the availability of data.

He said they have ACT and SAT scores, but

they don't have the graduating grade point averages of teaching certification people vs. non-teaching certification people on a national level.
"They use what they have," he said, "but it's a far cry from
reality."
The Bargers presented the results of their study at the annual
meeting of the American Educational Studies Association in San Francisco
this week.

